Subject: English

Key Stage 3 Curriculum Plan

Year: 9

Department Information:

that students will sit exams for at the end of their GCSE courses.

Curriculum aims and intent:
We strive to show Key Stage 3 as the 'intellectual powerhouse' of the

school. What this means in practice is that our lessons are clearly
sequenced so that students know the diet they will receive and that it is
consistent across bands and teaching groups in school.

With a focus on rigour and depth over pace, we want to make sure that
our students in Years 7, 8 and 9 are well-equipped for a Key Stage 4
journey that makes their GCSE study more meaningful with many more
chances to revise and refine rather than be required to learn some
material from scratch.

‘The best that has been written and said.'
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Assessment:
We aim to baseline student abilities at least once every term to

understand our students strengths and areas where improvement
could be driven. Every unit of work is summatively assessed but in the
Cox Green School culture we build our students a routine where live
marking and feedback is key to diagnosing where improvements and
the empowering of writing can take place.

The English department at Cox Green School is staffed by seven full-time members of staff, many of whom have additional responsibilities in and
around the school. All passionate about sharing with students a love of language and literature, special areas of interest include the poetry of John
Donne, Shakespeare: from page to stage, creative writing and letters in fiction. We are also proud to be examiners for the AQA examination board

Resources used to support learning:

We include for our students a diet of pre and post 19th century writing
both in prose, poetry and drama texts. Every classroom is networked to
the internet and boards are at least in part interactive. This means we
can show students the 'How To' of mastering English and becoming a
more independent learner.

We use visualisers to model good practice and engagement in lessons
and advocate the 'Perfect Page' so that students are always aspiring to
be the best that they can be.

Home Learning:

Teachers will set students three discrete tasks a week related to
content studied and to enrich their reading and writing in school. We
encourage project-based learning to run in complement with schemes
of work studied each term, as well as Reading Accelerators which are
online led and allow students to be quizzed upon their accuracy and
fluency of reading. We also include Reading for Pleasure where
students should be reading for at least 20 minutes each evening.

How parents can help their child:

Speak to your son or daughter about their English lessons and what
they have been learning about. Listening to your child read is more than
ever so significant in a digital age and can open up conversations about
ethics, morality, empathy and the love of a good book!

Encourage your child to write a journal or diary and participate in writing
competitions to build stamina and self-confidence.




Summary of work being

Knowledge, Understanding and

How the work is

Career Links

Term .
covered skills assessed assessed
Prose novel: 'My Name is Leon' by Reading for meaning and understanding Formative assessment Social worker, teacher,
Kit De Waal. Reading for enjoyment and engagement | opportunities include responding | carer, historian, writer.
Discussion of the care system and current affairs to prose fiction extracts and how
Writing to respond to a prose novel and a writers' p
1 choices they engage a reader.
Writing to describe and narrate.
Prose novel: 'My Name is Leon' by Reading for meaning and understanding Summative assessment opportunities | Social worker, teacher,
Kit De Waal. Reading for enjoyment and engagement . for this unit of work include learning and] carer. historian. writer.
Discussion of the care system and current affairs | revising acronyms for reading ! ’
2 Writing to respond to a prose novel and writers' | responses and how to write to describe
choices and narrate to imagine, explore and
Writing to describe and narrate. entertain.
Modern drama: 'Blood Brothers' by | Students learn how to study a post-1900 | Verbal discussions and debates Theatrical careers including
Willy Russell. literature text: understanding how text surrounding a theme of nature v actor, costume, director,
and context support each other and nurture in the play. Students lighting and sound.
3 increase value to a reader's or transformdmomtents ina s”et text into Broaollcaster, tetact:her,
: ' prose and poetry, as well as social commentator.
audience’s engagement. non-fiction writing forms.
Modern drama: 'Blood Brothers' by | Students comment on the structure and | Students explore what is required to] Theatrical careers including
Willy Russell. language used by writers to engage an respond critically to a post-1900 actor, costume, director,
audience. literature text. This is focused on a | lighting and sound.
choice of questions and the skill of | Broadcaster, teacher,
4 analysing how characters or themes| social commentator.
are presented in a modern play.
Shakespeare study: 'Romeo and Understanding how to use, read and Writing at length and to a set Actor, teacher, lecturer,
Juliet.' respond to a Shakespeare play. Building on | amount of time about an extract and| writer.
the earlier scheme of work on Shakespeare | the whole text. This will involve the
5 across the world and time, students consider | learning and utilising of acronyms
a full play in order to discuss its enduring we use at Cox Green School in
value. English.
Shakespeare study: 'Romeo and Students learn how to understand a Summative assessment includes a | Actor, teacher, lecturer,
Juliet.' reading (literature) text and explain, close reading of any part of the set | writer.
analyse, interpret and evaluate meaning | Shakespearean text and will include
6 and allusion. an analysis and articulation of

writers' craft and intent.
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