Subject: History

Kay Stage 5 Curriculum Plan

Year: 12

Department Information:
8 lessons a fortnight

4 x lessons - In search of the American Dream, the USA ¢.1917-1996 and 4 x lessons - South Africa 1948-1994, from Apartheid State to Rainbow

Nation
Exam Board - Edexcel
Staff : Mr Furkins (Subject Lead), Mr Goodbody, Mr Buckley

Curriculum aims and intent:

The Edexcel A-Level History "In Search of the American

Dream" (Option 1F) unit is a breadth study with historical
interpretations. It explores US political, social, and economic history
from c. 1917 to 1996. The course evaluates how the "American Dream"
evolved, struggled, and changed for different groups over time.
Students will study 4 core themes: the changing political environment,
the quest for civil rights, society and culture in change and the changing
quality of life. Students also focus on the Reagan presidency for the
historical interpretations part of the course.

South Africa, 1948-94: from apartheid state to ‘rainbow nation' is Paper
2, Option 2F.2 within the Pearson Edexcel A Level History
Specification. Unlike the broader Paper 1, Paper 2 is a depth study,
evaluating the strict institutionalisation of apartheid, political resistance,
and the eventual dismantling of the regime. It is divided into 4 key
topics: the response to Apartheid ¢.1948-59, radicalisation and
resistance and the consolidation of National Party power 1960-75,

Assessment:

Summative- An assessment based on past paper exam questions will
be carried out once a half term. Summative assessments will feed into
AP1 data report. Mock Examinations will take place in June which will
generate the final grade for year 12.

Formative- on going in class through live feedback, questioning, show
me boards, homework and practice exam questions completed in class.

How parents can help their child:

Resources used to support learning:

Edexcel AS/A Level History, Paper 1&2: Searching for rights and
freedoms in the 20th century Student Book + ActiveBook (Edexcel GCE
History 2015)

My Revision Notes: Edexcel AS/A-level History: In search of the
American Dream: the USA, c1917-96

My Revision Notes: Edexcel AS/A-level History South Africa, 1948-94:
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Home Learning:
Weekly essay practice - alternating between the 2 subjects.

Additional reading and research will be crucial for students who wish to
achieve a B+

The Penguin History of the United States of America: New Edition
America, Empire of Liberty: A New History

Encourage and support with weekly essay writing and further reading.

Documentaries, films and podcasts can be viewed/listened to enabling
more knowledge and depth of understanding regarding the topics
students are studying in each half-term.




Term

Summary of work being
covered

Knowledge, Understanding and
skills assessed

How the work is
assessed

Career Links

USA - Theme 1: The changing political
environment, 1917-80

South Africa - Topic 1. The response to
apartheid, c1948-59

USA - Students studying Theme 1 should understand the changing political climate from US entry
into the First World War to Reagan’s election. While detailed knowledge of individual presidential
policies is unnecessary, students should know the main policy initiatives and political influences
behind them. They should also recognise changes in presidential leadership styles and understand
how American involvement in wars affected politics and the power of the presidency.

South Africa - This topic examines South Africa before and during the early years of apartheid.
Students should understand race relations, segregation, urbanisation, rural life, Afrikaner politics,
and British influence. They should explain the National Party’s 1948 victory, including the effects of
the Second World War, Afrikaner nationalism, and international pressures. Students should also
study the implementation of apartheid through laws, education, Bantustans, and repression,
alongside the growth of African nationalism through the ANC, Defiance Campaign, Freedom
Charter, and PAC.

Essays completed at home and
also 1 timed essay in class

Diplomat — Builds relationships
between countries and negotiates
solutions to international issues.

Policy Adviser — Uses evidence to
shape government policy on
social and political issues.

USA - Theme 2: The quest for civil rights,
1917-80

South Africa - Topic 2. Radicalisation of
resistance and the consolidation of National
Party

USA - Theme 2 focuses on the struggle for minority rights between 1917 and 1980, particularly
African-American civil rights. Students should understand the political, social and economic
experiences of African Americans, the changing methods of campaigning, and the impact of major
civil rights legislation. They should also recognise how the African-American movement influenced
other minority groups while understanding the unique aims and motivations of their campaigns.

South Africa - This topic examines resistance to apartheid and the government's response betweer
1960 and 1968. Students should understand peaceful protest, the significance of the Sharpeville
Massacre, political bans, and the state of emergency. They should study the creation of the
republic, Verwoerd's aims, the impact of Macmillan's ‘Wind of Change’ speech, and leaving the
Commonwealth. Students should also examine the move to armed resistance, the ANC, Umkhonto
we Sizwe, the PAC, the Rivonia Trial, and how exile, imprisonment, economic recovery,
Bantustans, diplomacy, and increased police powers strengthened apartheid.

Essays completed at home and
also 1 timed essay in class

Human Rights Lawyer — Defends civil
liberties and challenges discrimination
through the legal system.

Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI)
Manager — Promotes fair treatment
and equal opportunities in workplaces
and organisations.

USA - Theme 3: Society and culture in
change, 1917-80

South Africa - Topic 3. Redefining
resistance and challenges to National
Party power, 1968—-83

USA - Theme 3 examines changes in American society and culture between 1917 and 1980.
Students should understand how the experiences of women and migrants connected to wider
struggles for rights and freedoms, recognise differing experiences among these groups, and
appreciate the diversity of immigration. They should also understand how popular culture and
broadcast news both reflected and shaped society, supported by relevant examples.

South Africa - This topic explores growing opposition to apartheid between 1974 and 1983.
Students should understand the Black Consciousness movement, Steve Biko, SASO, the Soweto
Uprising, and their significance. They should examine the revival of the ANC under Oliver Tambo,
its reorganisation, and the global anti-apartheid movement. Students should also assess the
domestic challenges facing the National Party, including unrest, Bantustan problems, political
divisions, scandals, economic pressures, and defence costs, alongside external pressures such as
regional political change, international condemnation, sanctions, and cultural and sporting boycotts

Essays completed at home and
also 1 timed essay in class

Community Development Officer —
Works with communities to tackle
inequality and improve opportunities.

Investigative Journalist — Researches
evidence, questions official accounts
and reports on political and social

USA - Topic 4. The end of apartheid and
the creation of the ‘rainbow nation’,
1984-94

South Africa - Theme 4: The changing
quality of life, 1917-80

USA - Theme 4 explores how quality of life in the USA from 1917 to 1980 was shaped by economic
conditions and rising aspirations. Students should understand patterns of economic change, their
impact on living standards, and how different social groups experienced these changes. They
should also recognise the influence of developments in leisure and travel on everyday life, using
relevant examples.

South Africa - This topic examines the final years of apartheid and the transition to democracy.
Students should understand township resistance, the role of the United Democratic Front, protest
methods, violence, and government repression. They should explain why Botha began
negotiations, including economic difficulties, international isolation, and the failure of his policies.
Students should study de Klerk’s reforms, Mandela’s release, the dismantling of apartheid,
CODESA, political violence, constitutional negotiations, the 1994 elections, the Government of
National Unity, and South Africa’s international acceptance.

Essays completed at home and
also 1 timed essay in class

International Aid Worker — Supports
communities affected by conflict,
poverty or political change.

Mediator — Helps individuals,
organisations or communities resolve
conflict through negotiation.

USA - Topic 5: What impact did the Reagan
presidency (1981-89) have on
the USA in the years 1981-967

South Africa: Theme 4: The changing quality
of life, 1917-80

USA - Reagan - This topic examines the debate over the significance and impact
of Ronald Reagan's presidency (1980-88) and its influence through to 1996.
Students should understand Reaganomics, efforts to reduce federal government,
deregulation, and conservative social values, including the influence of the
Religious Right. They should assess the success of Reagan’s economic policies,
their long-term legacy, and their impact on government, society, women, African
Americans, and other minority groups. Students should also evaluate Reagan’s
influence on electoral politics, the presidency’s public image, the effects of the
Iran—Contra affair, and the continuity and change in policies during 1989-96,
including the 1992 election.

June Mocks

University Lecturer — Researches
historical issues and teaches others to
evaluate evidence and
interpretations.

Pollster — Analyses public opinion and
voting behaviour to understand
political and social change.

Coursework prep - students will choose
their coursework question and make a
proposal.

South Africa - review and revision

Coursework - students will research and select their coursework question finding 3
main historians to base their enquiry on. They will create a proposal that shows
what research they have completed and the plan they have created.

South Africa - Students will complete a mixture of revision tasks and essay writing
workshops in the final half-term of Y12. This will allow them to hone their skills and
provide valuable revision time before moving into year 13.

Essays completed at home and
also 1 timed essay in class

Think Tank Researcher — Investigates
public policy, democracy and social
issues to inform decision-makers.

Political Risk Analyst — Assesses how
political events and instability affect
countries and organisations.
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	Summary of work being covered1: USA - Theme 1: The changing political environment, 1917–80 

South Africa - Topic 1. The response to apartheid, c1948–59 


	Knowledge Understanding and skills assessed1: USA - Students studying Theme 1 should understand the changing political climate from US entry into the First World War to Reagan’s election. While detailed knowledge of individual presidential policies is unnecessary, students should know the main policy initiatives and political influences behind them. They should also recognise changes in presidential leadership styles and understand how American involvement in wars affected politics and the power of the presidency.

South Africa - This topic examines South Africa before and during the early years of apartheid. Students should understand race relations, segregation, urbanisation, rural life, Afrikaner politics, and British influence. They should explain the National Party’s 1948 victory, including the effects of the Second World War, Afrikaner nationalism, and international pressures. Students should also study the implementation of apartheid through laws, education, Bantustans, and repression, alongside the growth of African nationalism through the ANC, Defiance Campaign, Freedom Charter, and PAC.
	How the work is assessed1: Essays completed at home and also 1 timed essay in class
	Career Links1: Diplomat – Builds relationships between countries and negotiates solutions to international issues.

Policy Adviser – Uses evidence to shape government policy on social and political issues.
	Summary of work being covered2: USA - Theme 2: The quest for civil rights, 1917–80 

South Africa - Topic 2. Radicalisation of resistance and the consolidation of National Party 

	Knowledge Understanding and skills assessed2: USA - Theme 2 focuses on the struggle for minority rights between 1917 and 1980, particularly African-American civil rights. Students should understand the political, social and economic experiences of African Americans, the changing methods of campaigning, and the impact of major civil rights legislation. They should also recognise how the African-American movement influenced other minority groups while understanding the unique aims and motivations of their campaigns.

South Africa - This topic examines resistance to apartheid and the government's response between 1960 and 1968. Students should understand peaceful protest, the significance of the Sharpeville Massacre, political bans, and the state of emergency. They should study the creation of the republic, Verwoerd’s aims, the impact of Macmillan’s ‘Wind of Change’ speech, and leaving the Commonwealth. Students should also examine the move to armed resistance, the ANC, Umkhonto we Sizwe, the PAC, the Rivonia Trial, and how exile, imprisonment, economic recovery, Bantustans, diplomacy, and increased police powers strengthened apartheid.
	How the work is assessed2: Essays completed at home and also 1 timed essay in class
	Career Links2: Human Rights Lawyer – Defends civil liberties and challenges discrimination through the legal system.

Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) Manager – Promotes fair treatment and equal opportunities in workplaces and organisations.
	Summary of work being covered3: USA - Theme 3: Society and culture in change, 1917–80 

South Africa - Topic 3. Redefining resistance and challenges to National Party power, 1968–83 
	Knowledge Understanding and skills assessed3: USA - Theme 3 examines changes in American society and culture between 1917 and 1980. Students should understand how the experiences of women and migrants connected to wider struggles for rights and freedoms, recognise differing experiences among these groups, and appreciate the diversity of immigration. They should also understand how popular culture and broadcast news both reflected and shaped society, supported by relevant examples.

South Africa - This topic explores growing opposition to apartheid between 1974 and 1983. Students should understand the Black Consciousness movement, Steve Biko, SASO, the Soweto Uprising, and their significance. They should examine the revival of the ANC under Oliver Tambo, its reorganisation, and the global anti-apartheid movement. Students should also assess the domestic challenges facing the National Party, including unrest, Bantustan problems, political divisions, scandals, economic pressures, and defence costs, alongside external pressures such as regional political change, international condemnation, sanctions, and cultural and sporting boycotts.
	How the work is assessed3: Essays completed at home and also 1 timed essay in class
	Career Links3: Community Development Officer – Works with communities to tackle inequality and improve opportunities.

Investigative Journalist – Researches evidence, questions official accounts and reports on political and social
	Summary of work being covered4: USA - Topic 4. The end of apartheid and the creation of the ‘rainbow nation’, 1984–94 

South Africa - Theme 4: The changing quality of life, 1917–80 
	Knowledge Understanding and skills assessed4: USA - Theme 4 explores how quality of life in the USA from 1917 to 1980 was shaped by economic conditions and rising aspirations. Students should understand patterns of economic change, their impact on living standards, and how different social groups experienced these changes. They should also recognise the influence of developments in leisure and travel on everyday life, using relevant examples.

South Africa - This topic examines the final years of apartheid and the transition to democracy. Students should understand township resistance, the role of the United Democratic Front, protest methods, violence, and government repression. They should explain why Botha began negotiations, including economic difficulties, international isolation, and the failure of his policies. Students should study de Klerk’s reforms, Mandela’s release, the dismantling of apartheid, CODESA, political violence, constitutional negotiations, the 1994 elections, the Government of National Unity, and South Africa’s international acceptance.

	How the work is assessed4: Essays completed at home and also 1 timed essay in class
	Career Links4: International Aid Worker – Supports communities affected by conflict, poverty or political change.

Mediator – Helps individuals, organisations or communities resolve conflict through negotiation.
	Summary of work being covered5: USA - Topic 5: What impact did the Reagan presidency (1981–89) have on 
the USA in the years 1981–96?

South Africa: Theme 4: The changing quality of life, 1917–80 

	Knowledge Understanding and skills assessed5: USA - Reagan - This topic examines the debate over the significance and impact of Ronald Reagan’s presidency (1980–88) and its influence through to 1996. Students should understand Reaganomics, efforts to reduce federal government, deregulation, and conservative social values, including the influence of the Religious Right. They should assess the success of Reagan’s economic policies, their long-term legacy, and their impact on government, society, women, African Americans, and other minority groups. Students should also evaluate Reagan’s influence on electoral politics, the presidency’s public image, the effects of the Iran–Contra affair, and the continuity and change in policies during 1989–96, including the 1992 election.
	How the work is assessed5: June Mocks
	Career Links5: University Lecturer – Researches historical issues and teaches others to evaluate evidence and interpretations.

Pollster – Analyses public opinion and voting behaviour to understand political and social change.
	Summary of work being covered6: Coursework prep - students will choose their coursework question and make a proposal.

South Africa - review and revision
	Knowledge Understanding and skills assessed6: Coursework - students will research and select their coursework question finding 3 main historians to base their enquiry on. They will create a proposal that shows what research they have completed and the plan they have created.

South Africa - Students will complete a mixture of revision tasks and essay writing workshops in the final half-term of Y12. This will allow them to hone their skills and provide valuable revision time before moving into year 13.
	How the work is assessed6: Essays completed at home and also 1 timed essay in class
	Career Links6: Think Tank Researcher – Investigates public policy, democracy and social issues to inform decision-makers.

Political Risk Analyst – Assesses how political events and instability affect countries and organisations.
	Text1: 8 lessons a fortnight
4 x lessons - In search of the American Dream, the USA c.1917-1996 and 4 x lessons - South Africa 1948-1994, from Apartheid State to Rainbow Nation
Exam Board - Edexcel
Staff : Mr Furkins (Subject Lead), Mr Goodbody, Mr Buckley
	Text2: History
	Text3: 12
	Text4: The Edexcel A-Level History "In Search of the American Dream" (Option 1F) unit is a breadth study with historical interpretations. It explores US political, social, and economic history from c. 1917 to 1996. The course evaluates how the "American Dream" evolved, struggled, and changed for different groups over time. Students will study 4 core themes: the changing political environment, the quest for civil rights, society and culture in change and the changing quality of life. Students also focus on the Reagan presidency for the historical interpretations part of the course. 

South Africa, 1948–94: from apartheid state to 'rainbow nation' is Paper 2, Option 2F.2 within the Pearson Edexcel A Level History Specification. Unlike the broader Paper 1, Paper 2 is a depth study, evaluating the strict institutionalisation of apartheid, political resistance, and the eventual dismantling of the regime. It is divided into 4 key topics: the response to Apartheid c.1948-59, radicalisation and resistance and the consolidation of National Party power 1960-75, redefining resistance and challenges to apartheid 1974-83 and the end of apartheid and the creation of the 'rainbow nation' 1984-94.
	Text5: Summative- An assessment based on past paper exam questions will be carried out once a half term. Summative assessments will feed into AP1 data report.  Mock Examinations will take place in June which will generate the final grade for year 12.

Formative- on going in class through live feedback,  questioning, show me boards, homework and practice exam questions completed in class.
	Text6: Edexcel AS/A Level History, Paper 1&2: Searching for rights and freedoms in the 20th century Student Book + ActiveBook (Edexcel GCE History 2015)

My Revision Notes: Edexcel AS/A-level History: In search of the American Dream: the USA, c1917–96

My Revision Notes: Edexcel AS/A-level History South Africa, 1948–94: from apartheid state to ‘rainbow nation’
	Text7: Weekly essay practice - alternating between the 2 subjects.

Additional reading and research will be crucial for students who wish to achieve a B+

The Penguin History of the United States of America: New Edition
America, Empire of Liberty: A New History



	Text8: Encourage and support with weekly essay writing and further reading. 

Documentaries, films and podcasts can be viewed/listened to enabling more knowledge and depth of understanding regarding the topics students are studying in each half-term.


