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Katie Thompson
@l.clark@coxgreen.com @a.shields@coxgreen.com Dear Laura and Andy, 

Please find attached a copy of the Year 12 Philosophy Curriculum outline. 
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	Kay Stage 3 Curriculum Plan
	Year:
	Department Information:
	Curriculum aims and intent:
	Assessment:
	Resources used to support learning:
	Home Learning:
	How parents can help their child:
	Term
	Untitled

	Summary of work being covered1: Epistemology: Analysis of the JTB(Justified True Belief) theory of knowledge

Moral Philosophy: Introduction to Utilitarian ethics. 
	Knowledge Understanding and skills assessed1: Note taking and personal organisation are explicitly taught in first few weeks. 

Understanding how philosophical arguments are written 
	How the work is assessed1: 3, and 5 mark exam questions examining AO1 content (i.e. what philosophers say and how their arguments work)

Matching counter arguments to arguments. 
	Career Links1: Verification of what constitutes knowledge (when using and applying AI)
Cost benefit analysis (from utilitarian ethics) links to careers in public policy, government and civil service
	Summary of work being covered2: Epistemology: Perception as a source of knowledge

Moral Philosophy: Analysis of Utilitarian Ethics. 
	Knowledge Understanding and skills assessed2: Arguments for Direct Realism, Indirect Realism

Counter arguments against Utilitarianism 
	How the work is assessed2: 3, 5, and 12 mark questions examining AO1 content. 

Matching counter arguments to arguments. 

A02 content (i.e. evaluating arguments) assessed with essays and debates. 
	Career Links2: Any career that is interested in understanding how humans perceive the world such as cognitive science would benefit from knowledge of perception. 

	Summary of work being covered3: Epistemology: Perception as a source of knowledge

Moral Philosophy: Analysis of Kantian Ethics 
	Knowledge Understanding and skills assessed3: Berkeley's Idealism. 


Kantian deontology, and counter arguments against. 
	How the work is assessed3: 3, 5, and 12 mark questions examining AO1 content. 

A02 content (i.e. evaluating arguments) assessed with essays and debates. 
	Career Links3: Kantian ethics can be applied in many practical contexts such as medical consent
	Summary of work being covered4: Epistemology: Reason as a source of knowledge: Innatism 

Moral Philosophy: Aistotelean Virtue Ethics 
	Knowledge Understanding and skills assessed4: Plato and Leibniz's theories of innate knowledge 

Arguments for and against Aristotelean virtue ethics. 
	How the work is assessed4: 3, 5, and 12 mark questions examining AO1 content. 

A02 content (i.e. evaluating arguments) assessed with essays and debates. 
	Career Links4: Fields such as clinical psychology, executive coaching, criminal justice reform, and education value AVE principles 
	Summary of work being covered5: Epistemology:Reason as a source of knowledge - Descartes's Intuition and Deduction thesis 

Moral Philosophy: Congitive Meta-ethics 
	Knowledge Understanding and skills assessed5: Building a theory of knowledge using rational principles alone

Building theories of ethics that rest on the existence of mind independent moral properties. 
	How the work is assessed5: 3, 5, and 12 mark questions examining AO1 content. 

A02 content (i.e. evaluating arguments) assessed with essays and debates. 
	Career Links5: Careers such as cryptography, software architecture, high-stakes litigation, and quantitative finance require building logical frameworks from scratch like Descartes. 
	Summary of work being covered6: Epistemology: Limits of knowledge and how we can overcome philosophical skepticism 

Moral Philosophy: Non Cognitive Meta-ethics and Applied Ethical situations 
	Knowledge Understanding and skills assessed6: Normal incredulity, philosophical scepticism, empirical responses to scepticism. 

Error Theory, Emotivism, Prescriptivism. 
	How the work is assessed6: Full Year 12 3 hour paper in Year 12 Mock 
	Career Links6: Metaethical theories impact a variety of careers such as diplomacy, conflict resolution, marketing, political strategy, and criminal defence law.
	Text1: 8 lessons a fortnight
4 x lessons on Epistemology and 4 x lessons Moral Philosophy
Exam Board - AQA
Staff : Katie Thompson and Adam Goodbody 
	Text2: Philosophy 
	Text3: 12
	Text4: AQA is the only exam board that offers a standalone A-Level Philosophy qualification. Universities recognize it as a robust indicator of raw analytical and critical thinking skills. The purpose of studying Philosophy is to develop an ability to identify argument forms and assess their strengths. This is done by analysing and evaluating arguments and by assessing their soundness and considering their validity and/or the truth of their premises. 

The purpose of Epistemology is to understand the nature, origin, limits, and validity of human knowledge. It answers the fundamental question: "How do we know what we know?"Instead of asking what is true, epistemology investigates what it means for something to be true and how we can justify our beliefs. 

The purpose of moral philosophy/ethics is to understand what makes actions right or wrong, what constitutes a good life, and how humans ought to treat one another. Instead of just describing how people do act, moral philosophy investigates how people should act.
	Text5: 
This subject is examined through two 3 hours papers at the end of Year 13. The first paper examines Year 12 content (Epistemology and Moral Philosophy), while the second paper examines Year 13 content (Metaphysics of God and Metaphysics of the Mind). 

Practice questions, debates, essay plans and critical dialogue are used regularly in lessons to formatively assess students against examination assessment objectives. 
	Text6: Year 12 Textbooks 
Hodder Education AQA A-level Philosophy Year 1 Textbook
My Revision Notes (Hodder Education): Paper 1
Philosophy for AS and A Level (Routledge) by Michael Lacewing 

Weblinks
https://philosophyalevel.com/
https://royalinstitutephilosophy.org/news/a-level-guides/
	Text7: Students will be set at least an hour of homework for each hour in the class. This will include a variety of tasks such as set reading, structured questions, and essay preparation. It is imperative that this is done before attending classes as participation in group activities and deeper thinking can not happen without home learning having been completed. 


	Text8: Ensure that home learning is completed before every lesson. There will not be enough time to prepare for Philosophy lessons in study periods within the school timetable alone. 

Encourage students to revise content already learnt. Lots of advice on how to to do this will be shared in class. 


