Subject: philosophy

Kay Stage 5 Curriculum Plan

Year: 13

Department Information:

8 lessons a fortnight
Exam Board - AQA
Staff : Katie Thompson

Curriculum aims and intent:

AQA is the only exam board that offers a standalone A-Level
Philosophy qualification. Universities recognize it as a robust indicator
of raw analytical and critical thinking skills. The purpose of studying
Philosophy is to develop an ability to identify argument forms and
assess their strengths. This is done by analysing and evaluating
arguments and by assessing their soundness and considering their
validity and/or the truth of their premises.

The purpose of studying the metaphysics of God is to rigorously
investigate the nature of ultimate reality, focusing on what kind of being
God is claimed to be, whether such a being is logically possible, and
how religious language connects to existence.

The purpose of studying the metaphysics of the mind is to understand
the fundamental nature of consciousness and its relationship to the
physical world. It addresses "what the mind actually is"—investigating
whether the mind is purely physical, immaterial, or a distinct set of

Assessment:

This subject is examined through two 3 hours papers at the end of Year
13. The first paper examines Year 12 content (Epistemology and Moral
Philosophy), while the second paper examines Year 13 content
(Metaphysics of God and Metaphysics of the Mind).

Practice questions, debates, essay plans and critical dialogue are used
regularly in lessons to formatively assess students against examination
assessment objectives.

Resources used to support learning:

Year 13 Textbooks

Hodder Education AQA A-level Philosophy Year 2 Textbook
My Revision Notes (Hodder Education): Paper 2
Philosophy for A Level (Routledge) by Michael Lacewing

Weblinks
https://philosophyalevel.com/
https://royalinstitutephilosophy.org/news/a-level-guides/

Home Learning:

Students will be set at least an hour of homework for each hour in the
class. This will include a variety of tasks such as set reading, structured
questions, and essay preparation. It is imperative that this is done
before attending classes as participation in group activities and deeper
thinking can not happen without home learning having been completed.
In addition, they will be encouraged to continue revision of Year 12
content throughout Year 13.

How parents can help their child:

Ensure that home learning is completed before every lesson. There will
not be enough time to prepare for Philosophy lessons in study periods
within the school timetable alone.

Encourage students to revise content already learnt. Lots of advice on
how to to do this will be shared in class.



Katie Thompson
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Please find attached a copy of the curriculum plan for Year 13 Philosophy 
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	Summary of work being covered1: Metaphysics of God: Characteristics of God and the Ontological Argument 
	Knowledge Understanding and skills assessed1: Divine attributes of God such as eternal nature, omniscience, omnibenvolence, omnipotence and challenges to this. 

A priori ontological arguments and counter attacks to it. 
	How the work is assessed1: 3, 5, and 12 mark questions examining AO1 content. 

A02 content (i.e. evaluating arguments) assessed with essays and debates. 
	Career Links1: Core philosophical skills such as critical thinking, logical argumentation, and complex problem-solving, are in high demand in careers like: law (as a solicitor, barrister, or policy analyst), business consulting, academia/teaching, journalism, and ethics (such as AI/tech ethics or bioethics).
	Summary of work being covered2: Metaphysics of God: Teleological and Cosmological Arguments 
	Knowledge Understanding and skills assessed2: Understanding design arguments and their flaws

Explaining the appeal of comsological arguments and their claims that the universe has a beginning, and the problems with this. 
	How the work is assessed2: 3, 5, and 12 mark questions examining AO1 content. 

A02 content (i.e. evaluating arguments) assessed with essays and debates. 

Mock Exam
	Career Links2: Reflecting on arguments for the creation of the universe and the existence of evil are fundamental defining meaning for humans. 
	Summary of work being covered3: Metaphysics of God: The problem of Evil and Religious Language 
	Knowledge Understanding and skills assessed3: Understanding the atheist challenge of both the logical and evidential problem of evil, and the theodicies that respond to them. 

Understanding how verification and falsification can be argued to both give and deprive religious debates of meaning. 
	How the work is assessed3: 3, 5, and 12 mark questions examining AO1 content. 

A02 content (i.e. evaluating arguments) assessed with essays and debates. 
	Career Links3: These debates, combined with the moral philosophy debates from Year 12 provide a good basis for individuals and societies to further drive moral progress. 
	Summary of work being covered4: Metaphysics of Mind: Dualism 
	Knowledge Understanding and skills assessed4: Descartes Substance Dualism and physicalist challenges to it. 

David Chalmers et al Property Dualism, and physicalist challenges to it 
	How the work is assessed4: 3, 5, and 12 mark questions examining AO1 content. 

A02 content (i.e. evaluating arguments) assessed with essays and debates. 
	Career Links4: Fields like AI, robotics, psychotherapy, biomedics, criminal justice, game design would use knowledge like this. 
	Summary of work being covered5: Metaphysics of Mind: Physicalism 
	Knowledge Understanding and skills assessed5: Physicalist theories of the mind including: Mind Brain Type Identity Theory, Philosophical Behaviorism, Eliminative Materialism 
	How the work is assessed5: 3, 5, and 12 mark questions examining AO1 content. 

A02 content (i.e. evaluating arguments) assessed with essays and debates. 
	Career Links5: Fields like neuroscience, machine learning, medicine, cognitive science, forensic psychology and marketing would use knowledge like this. 
	Summary of work being covered6: Revision 
	Knowledge Understanding and skills assessed6: 
	How the work is assessed6: Final Examination 
	Career Links6: 
	Text1: 8 lessons a fortnight
Exam Board - AQA
Staff : Katie Thompson
	Text2: Philosophy
	Text3: 13
	Text4: AQA is the only exam board that offers a standalone A-Level Philosophy qualification. Universities recognize it as a robust indicator of raw analytical and critical thinking skills. The purpose of studying Philosophy is to develop an ability to identify argument forms and assess their strengths. This is done by analysing and evaluating arguments and by assessing their soundness and considering their validity and/or the truth of their premises. 

The purpose of studying the metaphysics of God is to rigorously investigate the nature of ultimate reality, focusing on what kind of being God is claimed to be, whether such a being is logically possible, and how religious language connects to existence. 

The purpose of studying the metaphysics of the mind is to understand the fundamental nature of consciousness and its relationship to the physical world. It addresses "what the mind actually is"—investigating whether the mind is purely physical, immaterial, or a distinct set of properties, and answering the profound question of how subjective feelings arise from biological matter.
	Text5: This subject is examined through two 3 hours papers at the end of Year 13. The first paper examines Year 12 content (Epistemology and Moral Philosophy), while the second paper examines Year 13 content (Metaphysics of God and Metaphysics of the Mind). 

Practice questions, debates, essay plans and critical dialogue are used regularly in lessons to formatively assess students against examination assessment objectives. 
	Text6: Year 13 Textbooks 
Hodder Education AQA A-level Philosophy Year 2 Textbook
My Revision Notes (Hodder Education): Paper 2
Philosophy for A Level (Routledge) by Michael Lacewing 

Weblinks
https://philosophyalevel.com/
https://royalinstitutephilosophy.org/news/a-level-guides/
	Text7: Students will be set at least an hour of homework for each hour in the class. This will include a variety of tasks such as set reading, structured questions, and essay preparation. It is imperative that this is done before attending classes as participation in group activities and deeper thinking can not happen without home learning having been completed. 
In addition, they will be encouraged to continue revision of Year 12 content throughout Year 13. 
	Text8: Ensure that home learning is completed before every lesson. There will not be enough time to prepare for Philosophy lessons in study periods within the school timetable alone. 

Encourage students to revise content already learnt. Lots of advice on how to to do this will be shared in class. 


