Subject: Sociology

Kay Stage 5 Curriculum Plan

Year: 12

Department Information:

A - Level Sociology - Exam Board - AQA
8 lessons a fortnight
Teachers: Mrs Clark and Mr Huss

Curriculum aims and intent:

A-Level Sociology provides students with the opportunity to explore
how societies work, how they change, and how social factors shape
people’s experiences. Through the study of topics including Education,
Families and Households, Crime and Deviance, Research Methods,
and Theory and Methods, students develop an understanding of key
sociological perspectives and contemporary issues.

Aims:The course aims to develop students’ ability to think critically,
question social structures, evaluate evidence, and understand different
viewpoints. Students will develop strong analytical, research, and
communication skills, preparing them for higher education, careers, and
active participation in society.
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Assessment:

Summative- An assessment based on past paper exam questions will
be carried out once a half term. Summative assessments will feed into
AP1 and AP2 Data reports.

Formative- on going in class through live feedback, questioning, show
me boards, homework and practice exam questions completed in class.

End of Year Exams- These will take place in June and will test students

knowledge across the curriculum taught in year 12.

Resources used to support learning:

Core Textbook: AQA A Level Sociology Book One Including AS Level
by Rob Webb.

website: www.tutor2u.net and www.hectic-teacher.co.uk

Home Learning:

One exam question set every week - 20 marker or a 30 marker and in
addition approximately 5 hours of Home Learning/independent study
should be completed each week this includes reviewing all lesson
material to consolidate learning.

How parents can help their child:
Encourage regular revision and organisation.

Support exam practice — encourage them to practise AQA-style essay
guestions in timed conditions.

Discuss real-world examples — talk about current events, social issues,
and everyday examples that link to sociological theories, helping them

apply ideas from thinkers and studies.




Term

Summary of work being
covered

Knowledge, Understanding and
skills assessed

How the work is
assessed

Career Links

Families and Households

Knowledge: Family diversity, nuclear vs
alternative families, functionalist and Marxist
viewsSkills: AO1 knowledge recall, key concepts,
basic application to examplesFocus:
Understanding how sociologists define the family
and key perspectives

End of Topic Test - using past
paper questions completed in
exam conditions in class

Social Worker -Sociology helps
students understand family
diversity, childhood, inequality
and safeguarding, which is
essential when supporting
vulnerable children and families in
crisis situations.

Families and Households

Term 2 — Changing Family PatternsKnowledge:
Divorce, cohabitation, marriage trends, childhood
changesSkills: AO2 application to modern
society, interpreting trends and dataFocus:
Explaining how and why family structures have
change

End of Topic Test - using past
paper questions completed in
exam conditions in class

Family Support Worker -
Knowledge of changing family
structures, parenting roles and
social policy helps workers
provide practical and
emotional support to families
facing difficu

Families and Households

Family, Power & PolicyKnowledge: Gender
roles, domestic division of labour, family
policies, feminismSkills: AO3 evaluation of
theories, essay writing, comparing
perspectivesFocus: Assessing inequalities
and the impact of social policy on families

End of Topic Test - using past
paper questions completed in
exam conditions in class

Youth Worker-- Understanding
adolescence, identity, and
family relationships helps
youth workers support young
people’s wellbeing,
development and engagement
in their communities.

Education with research Methods

Education Systems & InequalityKnowledge:
Role of education, social class, gender and
ethnic differences in achievementSkills: AO1
+ AO2 application of theory to real
dataFocus: Understanding patterns of
achievement in education

End of Topic Test - using past
paper questions completed in
exam conditions in class

Education Welfare Officer-
Sociology of education (class,
gender, ethnicity and
achievement) helps officers
identify barriers to learning
and support school
attendance and inclusion.

Education with research methods

Theories of EducationKnowledge:
Functionalism, Marxism, feminism,
interactionism in educationSkills: AO3
evaluation of theories, comparing
explanationsFocus: Judging how well
different theories explain inequality

End of Topic Test - using past
paper questions completed in
exam conditions in class

Policy Officer in
EducationSociological
knowledge of education
systems and inequality helps
inform decisions on education
policy, school improvement
and social mobility strategies.

Education with research methods

Methods & Education in ContextKnowledge: Research
methods (surveys, experiments, interviews,
statistics)Skills: AO3 evaluation of methods, AO2
application of methodology to education topicsFocus:
Assessing how sociologists study education and
interpreting evidence

Summer Mock Examinations

Educational PsychologistSociology helps students
understand patterns of educational achievement,
social inequality, and factors affecting learning.
This is useful for supporting children with learning
difficulties, emotional needs, and barriers to
education by assessing their needs and helping
schools provide appropriate support.
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