Year 12 and 13 Reading list

#readingmatters

These recommendations have been enjoyed by many of our students.

Rivers of London by Ben Aarcnovitch

tis the case of a Swedish Werewolf in London, the unmissable next chapter in the life of fultime cop and part time wizard Peter Grant.
Grant works as part of a very special London police unit inv ating unusual crimes involving magic and the general weirdness that
permeates London's dark underbe Nhat starts as a routin reover operation tums info something far more dangerous when the
Metropolitan pol are confronted by wedish Werewolf who will stop at nothing to aveid capture. Now it is up to Peter and his chums

to hunt the deadl

yw [Dibs) who comes from a w y and highly
ed amily. Desg igns jifted, his mother, st of his teachers pe ve him as hav nal or
cognitive disorder. Dibs presents abnormal social behavior by confinuously isclating himself, rarely speaking, and physically lashing out at

those around him. When Axline first meets Dibs's parents, they describe her as their son's last hope.

The Diving Bell and the Butterfly by Jean Dominique Bauby

I Elle, suffered a massive stroke which severed his brain stem
from his spinal cord and rendered the worldly, charis i 1 . After awakening from a coma
in January of 1996, Bauby found that the only w ould cx A 5 v v y blinking his left eyelid, the single
part of his body over which he had any remaining control. Cver the summer of 1996, with the help of his speech therapist and an
interprater, Bauby composed, a memair of his experiences in the hospital, his memor ies of his life before the stroke and his despest, most

vulnerable fantasies of retuming fo a normal existence.

Think by Simon Blackburmn

Think This is a book about the big questions in life: knowledge, consciousness, fate, God, truth, goodness, justice.

tis for anyone who believes there are big questions out there, but does not know how to approach them. Think sets out to explain what

they are and why they are important.

This bbook is ideal for all those who want to leam how the basic techniques of thinking shape our existence.

The Qutsider by Albert Camus
Meursault will not lie. When his mother dies, he refuses to show his emofions simply to satisfy the expectations of others and when he
commits a random act of viclence on a sun-drenched beach near Algiers, his lack of remorse compounds his guilt in the eyes of society

and the law. Yet he is as much a victim as a criminal.

Hopes and Prospects by Noam Chomsky
In Hopes and Prospects, Noam Chomsky examines the challenges of our early twenty-first century. He explores obstacles and threats such
C 1 ga America, US exceptionalism, the fiascos of Irag and Afghanistan, the US-lsraeli it on
HEPES AND a / sees hope for the future and opportunities to move forward.
PROSPECTS

senfial reading for anyone wishing to understand the primary challenges facing the human race in the coming

The Hare with Amber Eyes by Edmund de Waal

:5 - Edmund de Waal is o word-famous ceramicist who inherits a collection of 264 tiny Jopanese wood and ivory carvings. called netsuke. He

FHE & wants to know who had touched and held them and how the collection had managed to survive.
WT
So begins The Hare with Amiber Eyes, this extr ily moving memeir and detective story as de Waal dis ers both the story of the

netsuke and of his family, the Ephrussis, ov e generations.
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A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens

"It wass the best of times, it was the worst of times”

A Tale of Two Cities is set in London and Paris, the titular two cities, at the end of the 18th century, and principally concems the lives of Dr.
Alexandre Manette, his daughter Lucie, who mamies a French nobleman, Charles Damary, and their close family friend, barmister Sydney

Carton. Desgite the union of Lucie and Darney, Carten co is love to Lucie, declaring to embrac sacrifice for you and for
those dear to you, a promise that he will uphold in dramc ishion by the end of the novel.

The Name of the Rose by Umberto Eco
The yearis 1327. Franciscans in a wealthy talian abbey are suspected of haresy, and Brether William of Baskerville amives to investigate.

When his delicate mission is suddenly overshadowed by seven bizame deaths, Brother Williom tums detective.
William collects evidence, deciphers secret symbols and coded manuscripts, and digs into the eerie labyrinth of the abbey where

astonishing chronicle of the Middle Ages.

Tess of the D'urbervilles by Thomas Hardy

Tess is a moving novel of Tess Durbeyfield, the daughter of a poor and dissipated villoger, who leams that she may be descended from
the ancient family of d'Urbeville. In her search for respectakility her fortunes fluctuate wildly. It explores Tess's relafionships with fwo very
different men, her struggle against the social mores of the rural Victorian world which she inhabits and the hypocrisy of the age.

The Odyssey by Homer

The epic tale of Odysseus and his ten-year joumey home after the Trejan War, forms one of the eariest and greatest works of Wastem
literature. Confronted by natural ¢ supematural threats; shipwrecks, battles, monsters and the i able enmity of the sea-god
Poseidon, Odysseus must i and native cunning if he is to reach his homeland safely and overcome the obstacles that, even

there, await him.

A Portrait of an Artist as a Young man by James Joyce
A Portrait of the Arist as @ Young Man represents the fransitional stage between the redlism of Joyce's Dubliners and the symbolism
of Ulysses.

This novel is o highly autobiographical account of the adolescence of Stephen Dedalus, who reappears in Ulysses, and who comes to
realise that before he can become a true artist, he must rid himself of the stultifying effects of the religion, pclitics ond essential bigotry of
his background in late 19th Century Ireland.

The Trial by Franz Kafka

Josef Kis unexpectedly arested on the moming of his thirtieth birthday. The agents who amest him are unidentified, the agency they work
for is unspecified and the crime for which he has been accused is unknown. Shortty after he is released, he is told to await further
instruction. So begins the manic and emotionless frial of a man beholden to the whims of an unknown force and his painstaking attempts

to find a way out of this existential maze.

Schindlers Ark by Thomas Keneally

Schindler's Ark is based on the true story of the actions of Cskar Schindler, a Sudeten Gemnan industrialist who used his factories and
contacts in the Nazi Party to save over a thousond Jews from deportation to concentration camps during the Holocaust. His wilingness to
risk his own life to save Jews from almost certain death meant that he was subsequentty named one of the Righteous among the nations
by the State of

If this is a Man / The Truce by Primo Levi

On 22 February 1944, 630 people were sent to Auschwitz in 12 goods frains. Only Prime Levi and two others survived.

f This Is @ Man is Levi's most direct, nenfictional account of his fime in Auschwitz, and in The Truce he describes his flight from the hell in
which he had been incarcerated.




One Hundred Years of Solitude by Galbriel Garcia Marquez

Seven generations of the Buendia family and of Macondo, the town they have built. Though litle more than a settlement surmrounded by
mountains, Maconde has its wars and disasters, even its wonders and miracles. A microcosm of Celumbian life, its secrets lie hidden,
encoded in a book and only Aureliono Buendia can fathom its mysteries and reveal its shrouded destiny.

Atonement by lan McEwan

‘A person is, among all else, a material thing, easily tormn and not easily mended’

On the hottest day of the summer of 1935, thiteen-year-cld Briony Tallis sees her sister Cecilia strip off her clothes and plunge into the
fountain in the garden of their country house. Watching her too is Robbie Tumer who, like Cecilia, has recently come down from
Cambridge. By the end of that day, the lives of all three will have been changed for ever, as Briony commits o crime for which she will
spend the rest of her life frying to atone.

The Famished Road by Ben Okri
So long as we are alive, so long as we feel, so long as we love, everything in us is an energy we can use.

He is bom into a world of poverty, ignorance and injustice, but Azaro awakens with a smile on his face. Despite belonging to a spirt world
made of enchantment, where there is no suffering, Azaro chooses to stay in the land of the Living: to feel it, endure it know it and love it.

This is his story.

Cry. the beloved Country by Alan Paton

Cry the Beloved Country is the deeply moving story of the Zulu pastor Stephen Kumalo and his son Absalom, set against the background
of a land and a people driven by racial injustice. Remarkable for its conternporaneity, unforgettable for character and incident, Cry the
Beloved Country is a classic work of love and hope, courage and endurance, bom of the dignity of man.

The Man who Mistook his Wife for a Hat by Oliver Sacks

These are case studies of people who have lost their memories and with them the greater part of their pasts; who are no longer able to
recognize people or commen objects; whose limbs have become dlien; who are afflicted and yet are gifted with uncanny arfistic or
mathematical talents. In Dr Sacks's splendid and sympathetic teling. each tale is a unique and deeply human study of life struggling

Miver Sacks . i !
v against incredible adversity.

A Suitable Boy by Vikram Seth

A
SU ITA.LE A Suitable Boy is a love story: the tale of Lata and her mother's attermpts to find her a suitable husband, through love or through exacting

maternal appraisal. At the same time, it is the story of India, newly independent and struggling through o time of crisis as a sixth of the
/ E A “f'- world's population faces its first great general election and the chance to map its own destiny.
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THE NUMBER ONE RESTRELLED

The Three Theban Plays by Sophocles

A collection of all three of Sophocles’ three Theban plays, Oedipus Rex, Oedipus at Colonus and Antigone. Each work was part of a
tetralogy, a compeosition made up of four distinct works. The other three works of each tetralogy are now lost. Although these are
published under a single cover, they are not a trilogy and do not contain a continuous narative. The three plays were written for different
festivals, sometimes years apart. Nonetheless, the three plays cover the fate of the royal family of King Oedipus at the city state Thebes
during and after the reign of King Oedipus.

Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton

The story centers on an upper class couple’s impending marmiage, and the infroduction of the bride’s cousin, plagued by scandal, whose
presence threatens their happiness. Though the novel questions the assumptions and morals of 1870s New York society, it naver develops
into an outright condemnation of the institution. The novel is noted for Wharton's attention to detail and its accurate porrayal of how the
19th Century Eost Coast American upper class lived, as well as for the social tragedy of its plot.




