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#readingmatters

These recommendations have been enjoyed by many of our students.

The Wolves of Willoughby Chase by Joan Aiken

Joon Alken's The Wolves of Willoughby Chase, is set in an altemate 19th Centurt England during the reign of King James |l It tells of
the adventures of cousins Bonnie and Sylvia and their fiend Simon as they seek to thwart the evil schemes of their new feacher, Miss
Slightcamp

‘A tale of double eyed villany, with right friumphant in the end”

Little Women by Louisa May Alcoft

One of the original coming of age novels written by Louisa M Alcott in 1868/6%.

Little Women follows the lives, loves and fribulations of four sisters growing up during the American Civil War and is one of the best loved
bocks of all time

"lloved this book even though it made me cry!"

Skellig by David Almond

When a move fo a new house coincides with his baby sister's illness, Michoel's world seems lonely and uncertain. One affernoon he
stumbles into the garage and finds a strange creature, part owl, part angel, a being who needs Michael's and his new fiiend Mina's help
to get back fo full Health and in tum Michael learns hoiw to deal with a new school and problems at home.

"I think this is @ powerful book because you feel like you are right there'

Carrie's War by Nina Bawden

It is wartime and Canie and her little brother Nick have been evacuated from their London home to the Welsh hills. In an unfamilior place,
among sfrangers, the children feel dlene. But when Carrie and Nick visit Albert, another evacuee, they are welcomed info Hepzibah

Green's home. They settle into their new suroundings but their loyalties are tested. Will they be persuaded to betray their new fiends?

‘Nick was frightened of ogres and spiders and crabs and cold water and the denfist and dark nights, but he wasn't afraid of Mr Evars,
even after that first dreadful night, because Mr Evans has false feeth that click when he talks.”

Pig Heart Boy by Malorie Blackman

You are thirteen. All you want is @ nermal life. But most normal kids don't need heart fransplants. Se there is this doctor who says that there

is @ chance for you, but he also says it's experimental, confroversial and risky and it has never been done before.

Shortlisted for the Camegie Medal, this is a powerful, thoughi-provoking story from the award-winning Malorie Blackman.

A bizare yet strangely redlistic book”

Young Samurai by Chris Bradford

August 1611, Jack Fletcher is shipwracked off the coast of Jopan, his beloved father and the crew lie siaughtered by ninja pirates.

But life af the samurai school s a constant fight for survival, even with his friend Akiko by his side, Jack is singled out by bullies and freated

as an outcast. With courage in his heart and his sword held high, can Jack prove himself and face his deadliest rival yet?

"An action packed martial arts adventure’
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The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett

When Mary Lenncx is sent fo Misselthwaite Maner to live with her uncle, everybody says she is the most disogreeable-locking child ever
seen. It is frue, too. Mary is pale, spoilt and quite confrary, but she is also homibly lonely. Then one day, with the help of a fiendly robin, she
finds the way into the secret gorden and starts to tend it, and a change comes over her.

‘a wonderful story that | could think myself into'

Flyaway by Lucy Christopher

While visiting her father in hospital, 13 year old Isla meets Hamry, the first boy to understand her and her love of the outdeors. But Harry is
il and as his health fails, lsla is determined to help him. Together they watch a lone swan struggling to fly on the lake outside Hamy's
window. lsla believes that if she can help the swan, she can help Hamry. And in doing so, she embarks upon a magical joumey of her own.

This book will hamess wings to your imagination and fly you through a wonderous tale”

The London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd

11.32 a.m. Ted and his sister Kat watch their cousin Salim get on board the London Eye. 1202 p.m. The pod lands and the doors open and
everyone exits except Salim. Haos he spontaneously combusted? (Ted's theory.) Has he been kidnapped? [Aunt Gloria's theory ] Is he even
still alive? {the family's unspoken fear). Ted does not see the world like most people he knows that with his unique operating system of a

brain he can uncover the truth about Salim's disappecarance.

"an un-put-downable spine tingling thriller”

The Ingo Chronicles by Helen Dunmare
Once there was a man who fell in love with a memaid, he swam down into the sea to be with her and was never seen again. . Sapphire’s

father told her that story when she was little but when he is lost ot sea she cannot help but think of that old myth.

A spellbinding magical adventure of Sapphire and her brother Conor and their discovery of a powerful and exciting world under the sea
named Ingo.

"a totally believeable parallel world, | wish | could go to”

small Change for Stuart by Lissa Evans

Stuart Horten, ten years old and small for his age, is about to have the strangest adventure of his life. After moving to the boring town of
Beeton, he finds himself swept up in anincredible quest to find his great-uncle’s lost legacy: o magician's workshop stuffed with fickery
and magic. There are clues to follow and puzzles to solve, but what starts as fun ends up as danger as Stuart begins to realise that he
cannot finish the task on his own.

"a fast moving blend of comedy and magic”

Flour Babies by Anne Fine
When the onnual school Science Fair comes round, Mr Carbwright's class do not get fo work on the Soop Factory, the Maggot Farm or the

Exploding Custard Tins. To their disgust they get the Flour Babies, sweet little sbe-pound bags of flour that must be cared for at all times.

"Let chaos reignl!”

The Thief Lord by Cornelia Funke

Winter has come early to Venice. Two orphaned children are on the run, hiding among the crumbling canals and misty alleyways of the
city. Befriended by a gang of street children and their mysterious leader, the Thief Lord, they shelter in an old, disused cinema. On their
frail is @ bungling detective, but a greater threat to the boys” new-found freedom is something from a forgotten past. . ..

"I now want to see if Venice really is like this”

Coraline by Neil Gaiman

There is something strange about Coraline’s new home. It is not the mist, or the cat that always seems to be watching her, nor the signs of
danger that Miss Spink and Miss Forcible, her new neighbours, read in the tea leaves. f's the other house, the one behind the old door in
the drawing room. Ancther mother and father with black button eyes and papery skin are waiting for Coraline to join them there. And
they want her to stay with them. For ever. She knows that if she ventures through that doer, she may never come back.
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The Wheel of Suyra by Jamila Gavin

India, August 1947 Fleeing from their bumt-out village as civil war rages in the Punjab, Marvinder and Jaspal are separated from their
mother, Jhoti. Marvinder has already saved her brother's life once, but now they both face a daily fight for survival. Together they escape
across Indic and nearly halfway around the world to England, fo find a father they hardly know in a new, hostile culture and find
themselves in a completely different fight for survival

The most important book | have ever read'

Invisible City by M.G. Harris

Josh's dod died in Mexico. He was supposed fo be excavating ancient Mayan ruins. So why was he flying an airplane, hundreds of miles
from the site and did the UFOs sighted nearby have anything fo do with his accident? Josh begins to uncover the fruth. His father was not
on just ancther archaeclogical dig. He was searching for a lost Mayan codex thought to contain a prophecy about the end of the world
and somewhere in the world, Josh's research friggers an alarm.

'‘Amazing book - a must for all adventure fans”

City of Masks by Mary Hoffrnan

3etin Talia, a parallel world like 16th Century Italy, the namative follows Lucien, who in this world is il with cancer. Given a marbled
notebock to help him communicate when his throat hurts too much to speak, this notebook is the means that transports Lucien to this
magical, dangerous new world, one filled with infigue, where life can be snuffed out with a flash of a blade.

sad and exciting at the same fime"

I am David by Anne Holm

This is the remarkaoble story of David's joumey through Europe after escaping from the Concentration Camp from where he has spent his
entire life. His infroduction to the world, the sea, mountains and flowers, the colours of ltaly, the taste of fruit, people laughing and smiling,
all are new to David. David learns that his polite manner, his haunted eyes and his thin features are strange to other people. He must
learn to fend for himself in this strange new world.

'makes you realise how thankful we should be for the lives we lead'

The Falcon's Malteser by Anthony Horowitz

When a dwarf comes in and leaves a package, Tim Diomond, the world's worst private detective, is faced with his toughest case yet. The
office is ransacked and the package is found to contain simply a box of Maltesers. Who was the dwarf and why was he murdered shortty
after his visite

“Wonderfull, full of allusions to and paredies of detective films and

The Iron Man by Ted Hughes

A classic science fiction novella by British Poet Laureate Ted Hughes. Mankind must put a stop to the dreadful desfruction caused by the
ron Man. A trap is set for him, but he cannot be kept down, he then befriends a small boy and when a terrible monster from outer space
threatens to loy waste to the planet, it is the Iron Man who finds a way fo save the world.

‘a good mix of fantasy and real life adventure”

Journey to the River Sea by Eva Ibbotson

Itis 1910 and Maia, tragically crphaned at 13, has been sent from England to start a new life with distant relatives in Manaus, hundreds of
miles up the Amazen. She is accompanied by an eccentric and mysterious governess who has secret reasons of her own for making the

journey. Both soon discover an exotic world bursting with new experiences in this highly colourful, joyous and award-winning adventure.

‘Bva lbbotson is a fantastic writer

The Thormthwaite Inheritance by Gareth P Jones

Orphaned twins Ovid and Lorelli have been trying to kill each other, for so long that neither twin can remember which act of attempted
murder came first. A delightfully twisted and humorous gothic tale for fans of mayhem, mishap and misadventure. Ideal for both boys
and girls with a flare for the mischievous and an appreciation of deadly whodunits.

"It wass full of laughs and nasty fricks”
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Beauty by Robin Mckinley

When the family business collapses. Beauty and her two sisters are forced to leave the city and begin a new life in the countryside.
However, when their father accepts hospitality from the elusive and magical Beast, he is forced to moke promise to send one daughter to
the Beast's castle, with no guarantee that she will be seen again. Beauty accepts the challenge, and there begins an extracrdinary story
of magic and love that overcomes all boundaries.

"Beauty is, very simply, a well-written reteling of Beauty and the Beast.”

Running Wild by Michael Morpurgo

For Will and his mother, going to Indonesia is not just a holiday. It is o chance to put things behind them, things like the death of Will's
father. It seems to be just what they both needed. But when Will is riding Oona the elephant on the beach, a tsunami comes crashing in,
and Oona begins to run and when the tsunami has gone, Oona just keeps running. With nothing to sustain him but a bottle of water, Will
must leam to survive deep in the jungle. Luckily, though, he's not completely alone...He's got Oona.

"a lovely story, with a mix of emotions to stir the spirit”

Journey to Jo'Burg by Beverey Naidoo

Frightened that their baby sister Dineo will die from starvation, not an incurable disease, Naledi and her brother Tiro run away from their
grondmother to Johannesburg, to find their mother who works there as o maid. Their joumney illustrates the grim realities of apartheid; the
pass laws, racism, the breakdown of family life.

“This book is a cannot put down book”

The Borrowers by Mary Norfon

The Bomowers live in the secret places of guiet old houses. They own nothing, bomow everything and think that human beings were
invented just fo do the dirty work. Amietty’s father, Pod, was an expert Borower he could scale curtains using a hatpin and bring back a
doll's teacup without breaking it. Girls were not suppesed to go bomowing, but as Ametty was an enly child her father breke the rule and
then something happened which changed their lives. She made friends with the human boy living in the house.

“l loved this book linvented a game based on its characters!”

Wonder by R J Palacio

Auggie wants fo be an ordinary ten-year-cld. He does ordinary things, eats ice cream, plays his Xbox. He feels ordinary inside. But ordinary
kids do not make other ordinary kids run away screaming.

Born with o termible facial abnomality and home-schooled his whole life, he is now going to attend a real school and he is dreading it. All
he wants is to be occepted. Can he convince his new classmates that he is just like them, undemeath it all2

“A funny, frank, astonishing, moving book to read in one sitting.”

Wolf Brother by Michelle Paver

This is the first book in the series Chronicles of Ancient Darkness and takes place 6000 years ago during the New Stone Age. It tells the story
of twelve-year-old boy named Torok of the Wolf Clan who embarks on a temifying quest in o world of wolves, free spirits and Hidden
People, a werd in which trusting a friend means risking your life.

“I love fantasy books, but Wolf Brother had a mix of reality in it as well”

Tom's Midnight Garden by Philippa Pearce
When Tom is sent to stay at his aunt and uncle's house for the summer, he resigns himself to endless weeks of boredom. As he lies awake in
his bed he hears the grandfather clock downstairs stiike . . eleven . . . twelve . . . thiteen _ .. Thiteen! Tom races down the stairs and is
fransported back to the Victorian Age and goes into their garden, which does not exist. He meets lots of other children but only one can
see him, Hatty.

"Just about as good as a story book gets”

The Carpet People by Temry Pratchett

In the beginning. there was nothing but endless flatness. Then came the Carpet.... That is the old story everyone knows and loves (even if
they don't redlly believe it). But now the Carpet is home to many different fribes and peoples and there’s a new story in the

making. This story is about a fribe called Munrugs, who live in carpet world and are frying to find a new home after their villoge was
destroyed by a mysterious natural force called Fray.

"this book has a delicious range of unforgettable characters'




