Year 8 Reading list #readingmatters

These recommendations have been enjoyed by many of our students.

Prisoner of the Inquisition by Theresa Breslin

Larita lives a life of privilege but this changes when the formiclable and fightening Inquisition amives in the area, bringing menacing
shadows of suspicion with acts of cruel brutality, betrayal and revenge. Saulo is hauled off fo be a slave af sea but has sworn vengeance
on those who falsely accused his fother.

“This book made histery come alive, never again will | say history is boring”

Ruby Holler by Sharon Creech

Trouble twins. Dallas and Florida are orphans who long for a loving home. Tiller and Sciry are an eccentric older couple who live in the

Ruby Holler and yeamn for adventure. When they invite the twins to join them on their journeys, they first must all stay together in the Holler,
and the magic of the place tokes over.

‘I thought | was badly behaved!”

Toffee by Sarah Crossan

When Allison runs away from home she does not expect to be taken in by Mara, an eldery woman with dementia, who mistckes her for

an old friend called Toffes. Allison is used to hidi tho s ' nd being what other peopl nt her to be. 5o Toffes is whe she

becomes. But as her bond with Marla grows, Allison begins to ask herself, where is home? What is a family2 And most importantly, who am

|, reallys

Impessible to not read in a single go!”

Skin and other Stories by Roald Dahl

“Roald Dahl writes absolutely BRILLIANT stories”

A Gathering Light by Jennifer Donnelly

When Mattie is given a bundle of lefters to bum by o guest af the hotel where she has a summer job, she thinks the guest is simply upset.
Mattie must decide whether she will read them, or burn them as requested. A touching
rue story.

very end of this book that | realised exactly how much | loved it.”

The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis

nistan. One day her father is omested for the
aving a foreign education and the family is left without someone to eam meney and shop for food. There is only one solution.
Forbidden by the Taliban government to earn meoney as a girl, Parvana must transform herself into a boy and become the breadwinner.

"Read this, it is frue - | come from Afghanristan...”

The Bone Sparrow by Zan Fraillon

Perfect for fans of The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas. Thisis a beautiful, vivid and deeply moving story about a refugee boy who has spent his
entire life living in a detention centre . This novel reminds us all of the importa f freedom, hope, and the power of a story o speak for
anyone who's ever struggled fo find a safe heme.

"A fragic story, told with expertise and humanity. | would definitely recommend this beautiful bock.”
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The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman

Nobeody Owens, known to his friends as Bod, is @ normal boy. He would be completely normal if he did not live in a graveyard, being
ised and educated by ghosts. There are dangers and adventures for Bod in the graveyard. But it is in the land of the living that real
danger lurks for it is there that the man Jack lives and he has already killed Bod's famity.

“This book should have won more awards!”

After the Fire by Will Hill

Father John controls everything inside The Fence and he likes rules. Especially about never talking to Outsiders. Because Father John
knows the truth. He knows what is ight, and what is wrong. He knows what is coming. But Moonbeam is starting to doubt, though. She's
starting to see the lies behind Father John's words. She wants him to be found out. What if the only way out of the darkness is to light o
fire?

Tt makes you think about what you believe in”

A Song for Summer by Eva lbbotson

Hlen never expected her new Austrian schoal to be even more unusual than her life in England. A world occupied by wild children, even
wilder feachers, experimental dancers and a tortoise on wheels, Ellen is instantly attracted to the part-fime gardener / fencing teacher.
Hitler's Reich looms and only when she discovers Marek's true identity and his mission does Hlen redlize the depth of her feelings for him.

“a really different love story...”

Beast by Ally Kennen

Stephen is in foster care because his mom is crazy and his dad is an ex-con vagabond. He is always in frouble or on his way to trouble. But
none of these problems compare to the problem of The Beast, Stephen's biggest secret and also his biggest challenge and that is when it
is in o cage. When the Beast escapes. the stakes get even higher.

"“Gulped it down in one sitfing, it's genuinely frightening!”

Love Aubrey by Suzanne LaFleur

A beautifully written and deeply moving teen novel with characters to cherish and a story full of tragedy and loss. Aubrey has suffered an
unbelievable loss, and goes to live with her grandmeother in Vermont in order to heal. There she makes new fiends, leams to cope with
what has hoppenead, and begins to figure out how to move on and she has to make one of the biggest decisions of her life.

"heart-breaking and funny and true to life”

The Garbage King by Elizabeth Laird

Mameo and Dani are both left homeless and on the streets. They are taken into o gang led by a fough but likable boy, Milion. This
spelbinding story deals with the deprivations, uncertainties, and the stark temor experienced today by too many Third World children.
Although alarming in its authenticity, this is also an inspiring tale of courage and generosity in a world where danger and anxiety are the

nomm.

‘Brilliant”

Children of the Dust by Louise Lawrence

After nuclear war devastates the earth, o few people struggle for survival in a new world where children are bom with strange mutations.
Sarah and her family are cooped up in the tightly-sealed kitchen, dreading the inevitable radioactive fall-out and the subsequent slow,
torturous death, which is preferable to surviving in a grey, dead world, choked by dust. But from out of the dust and the ruins, comes new

life, a new future, a whole brave new world.

“One of the very few books that | will read again.”

The Twelfth Day of July by Joan Lingard

Tommy and 3adie Jackson are already looking forward to the 12th day of July, which is a Protestant celebration day. Meanwhile,
Catholic Kevin McCoy is out causing frouble in the Protestant part of town. What will happen when Sadie and Kevin meet? Can they
become friends when everyone else in Northem Ireland is so full of hatred against the other religion?

"Thought proveking”




A Little Love Song by Michelle Magorian
It is the summer of 1943 and war continues to rage. For Rose and Diana, it's a time of independence and self-discovery as they find first
loves. But when Rose unearths a love story from anotiher war, she reclises that wartime intensifies emotions, and maybe she isn't as in love

as she first thought she was. Rose is about to discover a secret that will change everything.

“this book clways cheers me up when | am feeling sad”

Tomorrow, When the War Began by John Marsden
Whea the War Began

. Gradually they begin to comprehend that their country has been invaded and everyone in their town has been taken prisoner. As the
reality of the situation hits them, they must make a decision; run and hide, give themselves up and be with their families, or fight back.

When Ellie and her friends retumn from a camping i in the Australian bush, they find things hideously wrong, their families are gone.

“an exciting and different spin on a survival story”

The Other Side of Truth by Beverley Naidoo

A tragedy and a terrible loss for Sade and her younger brother, Femi, children of an cutspoken Nigerian journalist. Now teror is all around
them and they must flee their country. At once. And clone. Plans for their joumey have to be hastily amanged. Everything must be done in
secret. But once Sade and Femi reach England, they will be safe - won't they?

it is good to step info someone else's shoes”

Maximum Ride by James Patterson

Strap yourself in for the thrill ride you will want to take again and again! From Death Valley, California, to the bowels of the New York City
subway system, you are about to take off on a heart stopping adventure that will blow you away._. Your faithful companions Max, Fang,
lagy. Nudge, the Gasman and Angel. Six kids who are pretty normal in most ways, except being 98% human, 2% bird.

"Do not put this book down - your life could depend on it.”

Here Lies Arthur by Philip Reeve

Gwyna is just a small girl, when she is bound in service to Myrddin the bard, a traveller and spinner of tales. But Myrdin fransforms herinto a
lady goddess, a boy wamior and a spy. Without Gwyna, Myrddin will not be able to work the maost glorious fransformation of all and tum
the leader of o ragged band into King Arthur, the greatest hero of all fime.

“A new and exciting retelling of the King Arthur story™
PHILIP REEVE

She is not Invisible by Marcus Sedgewick

Laureth knows something is wrong when her writer father's notebook turms up in New York, when he is supposed to be in Austria. So she
decides to go and find him. She takes her litle brother and her mother's credit card with her. Ahead lie many challenges, not least
bacause Loureth is blind.

“Sometimes it is hard to know which book to pick up and read. Let me help you. Choose this one.”

Marianne Dreams by Catherine Storr

Marianne is in bed ofter o serious illness and to pass time she takes up drawing with a pencil she finds in a workbasket. To her surprise she
drearms about her drawings and they come fo life in an exira ordinary way. Jumping between the real world and that of her dreams,
Marianne slowly becomeas conscious that the world she is creating is affecting the waking world and another sick child colled Mark.

Marignne “ a MUST read if you like dark fantasyl”
Dreams

Stone Cold by Robert Swindells

Homeless, frightened and alone because of a bad situation at home, Link finds himself down and out in London. He only survives because
he's befriended by streetwise Ginger. When Ginger disappears, Link is in despair. Other kids are vanishing now and the killer is stalking his
next victim. Will it be Linke And who is Sheltere

“It tells two stories: on the one side we have homeless teenager, Link; on the other we have Shelter.”




